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‘¢ - " 7, .In° 1975, the-Center for the Study of Community ™~
Colleges conducted a naticnalﬂsurvgy of humanities faculty in -
two-year colleges. This paper summarizes the characteristics of,90
music instructors included in, the total Sample of 1,493 full- and -
part-time ¥faculty. Pindings of the "survey ingtude: (1) 19% of the ’
nusic instructors had been students in community/junior colleges as - )
' compared to 25% of the. total sample; (2) 81% were males while 93% . - T
‘ reported themselves to be wvhite/Caucasian; (3) 97% held their ‘highest
" - degree in music;, {4) more music dinstructors reported previous
.experieg@e as a teacher or administrator at the secondary level than
'did any other group and fewer reported teaching experience ‘at a .
fourryear college ot university; '(5) one-fourth claimed to be .. e
department/division chalirpersons at the time of' the survey; (6§ -:80% -
held their-positions full-time; (7) music instructors claimed to tead .-
profeSsiggal journals in their discipline ‘and professiondl. education’ .

—

journal? re_{hiﬁ,mqst other groups, however 94% cldimed to 'repad no. .:”*
journals ox magazing§,oglgeneral interest; (8) masic ing;ructgrs- R
R rated aesthetic avarefess as first among the gdalities that students.® .- -

¢

should ‘'gain frop.a twd-year college educatigf. -For the full 'survey R T
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. with-the total, group? What simﬂaritfes p‘er;tai‘n between them andl other \ .
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. Jiberal. arts/drama, titerature,‘music, ﬁWica] hsc’ife'nce»,/,}/,/"’

' _toKen,' ashistorian may ‘teach'music appreciation. But what about this

3-’,,'1'n cammur{ity/jundior colleges. Almost-alli(97%) held their highest ’ C

¢ t - -

Y007 ' A PROFILE OF MUSIC INSTRUCTORS ~  SSSAeRy ietiive ons

THE PERSPN OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN.

.
. - _
. . IN THO-YEAR COLLEGES ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW DR OPINIONS
. e STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE- .
. ’ . - SENTOFFICIAL NATIONAU WNSTITUTE OF N
Coe B EDUCATION POSITION.-OR POLICY
s
. .
4. - o : : Sl R

In %pﬁing-1975, the Center for the Study of Community Colleges *

surveyed 1493 people teaching the humanities in 166 two-year colleges
_throughout- the country--carefully selécted-in teyms of control

emphasis, locale, size, and age, Sponsored by.the National Eridowment

for the’Humanities, the project:revealed data on attitudes towards

tudents and the humanifies, group affiliation, satisfaction, prefer- . .
ehce for further preparation? and demographic characteristics..:In . - =~
this paper.music instructors in our sample“ara'compareduwi;p'the .

total group of facuTty in art, anthropology,. foreign language, historx,—47

religious studies, and social sciencé. ]
Next to 1iterature &nd English, more is writtén about music in . _ )
two-ydar colleges than-any other disciplipe. At thesame time, music . : -

represénts but a small segment. of ‘people ‘teaching the humanities at . s

" the communityYjunior .ca¥leges="0f our own samplé of 1493 subjects, - . L.

drawn_from 156 colleges, 90 or, 6%* are music instructors. -Overlap
] pertén_s, -however. : A music 1‘|=1sbt‘ru::'corzfﬁéﬁi~ teach music history as
" well as musicinstrumentation or music.appreciation, and by the same

% small portion. of our humanities sample? How'do they “160k—in comparison )

c'hs<':1p]?'nary. gr?yp.s._', L s . . .

" Of this popu.l ationy 19% “(25% to’tai) had themselves bean students

_“degree in music whilé 319 hagwa‘single or joint degree .in education: - = « .
“and 7% elaimed history: This group represents the ‘third highes‘t male . .~ \ o
population, next.to law/government and philosophy=-813 (67% total). - ) T
“They .cluster ‘most in age groups of 31-35 and 46-50, followed.by 36~¢ - = - =

.- 40 years., . Like all oth#r .greups;, .their etfinic background is over- - S
. whelmingly white/Caucasian (93%; 91% tqtal).: The number.of books in oo,
- .the homes, -in which they were raifed closely parallels.the total group-- S
, over 200, *36% music_and 38% “‘totat; 26-1Q0;, 23% music, 26% total; 101- -7~ o
~-200,” 19% rusic and }9% total; and 11-25; 16% mugic and 10% total. - .
,« - \\. . o ’ :" \ ’ . ,,‘ <. .;;“._ '," A A o )
. - Experience ' . o o T ST T
N . . % - ) o s .‘..'

_Of all the disciplines represeiited in our humanities popula- . -
yctors yho: responded "none” sl

_ tion, music stands out a3 having fewer instr| )
t ‘, ! ~ ~ ‘L e ) ~‘. N : ) N l' M Y - -’ ' " . ° .. % '
*A11 figures are rounded, - : R IS L e
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when asked how many years they had ‘spent as dinstructors.or admlnﬁs-
trators in'secondary schoois. Whereas #1% of the total samp]ed an- ,
swered “mone," 21% of the music people so responded.- More instruc-
~tors in this discipline worked at this level of education 3-4 years,
5-10 years,.and 11-20 years. But convers¢ly, mere music people (58
than the tétal (55%). indicated no years working experience at. a.fou

- year college or university beyond the level of .teaching/research .
assistant. .In this respect, they are exceeded only by instructor S

*in foreign 1anguage and law/governmgnt. Typically, music -péople/also
spent fewer years in any oii:er co11ege than the total populagion. -~ ..

< . .

As for special responsi 111t1es within” the two-year college, . =~
except for instructors in religious styd1es and’,social sc¢ien
music instructors had acted as ‘départhent qr division ‘chafrpgrsons,
Most music instructors claimed no. respons1b111t1es as direcgors of
spec;ET‘progréﬁg (83%.music, 81% tota]) or as co]Tege admigfistrators

,‘__,LBA%_mu51cT~84%MIota1) . .

Y

1nst1tut1ons most of“bur muswc instructors claimed 5
324, 1-2, 11-20- and over*ZO year§

h]
- \@-* T .

- ' Chajrgersons'

¢ . t r . ‘ - .
. t , Nearly one-fourth of the music instructors i our sample cldimed - A
AU ’ to be currently acting as cha1rpersons of their departments or diyisions, %
; . . as comparéd with 15% of thé-total population. Of/these, 27% said they .

. had employed .people :holding the doctorate (48% t tal) , 100% (87% total) :

.~ . 7 sreported’no pressure from administrators to hirg or not hire, and 55% .
.- - .(61% fotal).said thﬁy ‘planned to hire doctorate/holders. VYet, 9% of the

: 0

R « music people and f the total sample indicdted they.would" ‘hire the o

) “\ best”perggg%g§e§§§g1ess of degrees he]d w?ﬁ] [ 27% of the music people

S ., “and 16% 0 tal sample believed docto olders were more |, \;;kg ‘
) capab}e/kndwledgeable When it comes to act al experience with doctor-
Lo .. g ate ‘degree holders, 14% of the nysic peop]e (24% total) volunteered - ‘3
AP ‘that they were fine/excellent/ teachr , whereas 22% of both, groups .
.. %~ 7 felt that their performanc s the samé af other teachers not holding ~
RN , the doctorqte .- -

)‘ - </

P Hours, Fuwme/Part -Time . /
| - a grev1ous }es arch has sugges ed that mus1c 1nstructors tend to '
| \ / ' spend more time in 1nstruct10n than/ people affiliated withwother °

i,' el . d1SC1p11nary groups. Our own ata bear this out in ‘that while fewer .
; - music than total 1nstructors spen fffteen hours or less in Glassroom s
. teaching, considerably more s1g ate 16-18 hours (21% music, 13% tota]) )
L ) and more than 18 hours (26% m % total). =~ .= .
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Thus, it is not surpr1s1ng that next to 11bera1 arts/drama (82
and literature instryctors (88%), more music instPuctors (80%) are

- - » sidered t®be full-time. faculty than any other disciplines., 4This, com-

pares with 76% of the total samp]e c]amm1ng full-time statys.
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Reference Groyps . ey o M

-, . 1{

When it comes. to var1ous grouﬁg who are assessed in terms of
the1rJUSefu1ness as”source$ of advice on teach1ng, music instructors
ook ‘much: 1ike the preponderant number. 6f people 7in our sample.: LYke

.+ the total group, they rank.as quite usefu] (in orderiof préference)

#& colleagues;, students, department chairpersons, and profeSSﬂonal journals.
.. They see as tied for.“fifth place university professors (fifth for the

, total) and programs of profess1ona1 grganizations (s1xth for the tota])

. 'High schoo? teachers are next to last fer both the music and total pop-

"~ ulations, and adm1n1strator;,are rated last b¥ both groups

. . * - 4 r . *
o . Y . . . .
\\\\ Professiona1'JQurna1s Tt L ; . ’

In, one sense, jouMyials: m1ght a]so be seer as reference groups

-+ - For exampﬂe, 'if one is 'gredtly dependent on the" ﬂrofess1ona1 journals
-in h1s/her-d1sc1p11ne as sources of 1nformat10n "this then: strengthens
the disciplinary grodp as a réference source.- A]ong this vein, féwer
music instructors than instructors in most other fields (exceptions are
“art, anthropo]ngy -and h1story) claim to_subscribe to and/or-read no
jaurnals within their specific discipline:. Slightly more (18%) than

» the ‘total (16%) indicate three such journals, four {14% music, 9% total)
and five (6% music, 5% tota])

Music people a]so claim to read professional education journals
more than most disciplines, with only h1story (56%) and literature
s . (58%) instructors responding "none" to” the»quest1on regaxrding these’
journals. Sixty-one percent of the music instructors and 64% of the
total group $0 reply. Conversely, more music people (94%) thap_any
other d1sc1p11ne say they ‘subscribe to and/or read no JournalggLT*
magaz1nes of géneral 1nterest (78% tota])

'
s

Professiona] Development

* More people teaching music (76%) than'any other group (68%
1) report they are not working. on.any degreé At the same time,
¢+ with the exception of 1iberal arts/drama (91%), more people in-this

disciplinary group” (90%) than any other (total 86%) say .they would
like to take steps toward professional development in the next five
years. Choices included in these steps are enrolling in courses in
a uniyersity (37% music, 32% total), and attaining a Ph.D. or Ed.D.
(29% music, 34% total), and to a cons1derab1y 1esser respect, obtaJn1ng
-a master's degree (11% music, 8% tota]) ,

. .
. X <
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' When queried regarding their intended-activities diring a free
summer, music’people fa]1 below most others in replying with-= el
(38% music, 53% total)l/ More point 'to a combination of meeting classes,
doing research,~dnd participating in workshops (43% music, 42% total)
and nearly as many’cCite a combination of taking ‘classes, studying, and ST,

o réading.(37% music, 33% total). Opting for recreation/rest ‘are 22% of o

2\\\fﬁe\m g?E\peoplerand 17% of the total, while 27% of the music instructors
(8%-tg%5T7 indicate creating/performing/painting--the largest suck group <
except for art (43%). ' ' v ‘ S

3 4 R )

Were they to begin:their preparation all over again before .
teaching, 31% of the music people (33% total) would do the .Same/change
nothing; 14% (12% total) would study humanities; and 13% (9% total). °
woulg do more student teaching! . o 5 :

&~
.

Five Years Hence

-

Regarding the type of position they might consider five years o
hence:-and the degree of attractiveneés held by these positions--music . :
people follow'the total group in terms of ranking—the first four '
alternatives as "very attractive." In order of preferénce, $hey indi-

-cate a faculty position in a four-year college or university, doing-
. what, they are currently dging, a .sctool outside the United States, and _

a, faculty position.at another community or junior college.” Fifth for . 4
the music people.(sixth, total) is a non-teaching/non-academic position,
sixth (fifth, total) is an administrative position in a community or ™ 2

junior college, seventh (eighth, total).is "have no idea,"” and tied for
eighth are a position in'a professidnal association (seventh, total) affd
any position but one at their current college (ninth, total).

Vo
"""""" Activities in professii&a associations present one way of

looking at the degree of affiliation of people and groups. [nothis -

sense, next to histdFy instrictors, people who teach music appreci-
, - ation/history tend to be the mast affiliated. Only 1% of the music

people (23% total) note they belong to no professional organizdtion..

One such organization is-cited by 30% (27% total); tWOwLZQg%g;gictﬁ )

24% total); three (18% music, 16% total); four (9% music, 8%—total), '

and five (7% music, 2% total)..: Al . .

! s y . . . ,

Y Attending one or more redﬁgné1¢patipna1 meetings in the pdst
three years were 29% of the music instructors (24% total) while two N §§
meetings were indicated by 12% of both responding groups. Few papers . ‘
weré presented by any group--91% of the people teaching music and 90% . .
of the total group respond in the negative to having presented a paper,
while but 9% (8% total) pointed to one. N

b . °

L4

Affiliati




.. A different type of affiliation measure is indicated by the group )

- cohesion variable: that, we havezdeveloped. Tagether with the totdl group, _,Z;/,'g

music people rank their friends fipst as the group with which" they are e

most affiliated. Secofid for the music péop]e-(tﬁﬁrd»totq]) are other’

instructors -in their field; third (sqund total) is family; fourth, fifth,
n

ructors-at their schoo!;\ancher

~

“and sixth for both groups are most. i
_ orgamizations, and their students. i/§

Students , w~jh7”'

. ot / T P
One way in which music instructors. differ most from their colléeagues-
.Jn other. disciplines is in terms of the qualities they feel students should
gain from a two-year college.education. This difference is seen not only
when music people are comparéd_with most of the sample, as reflected in -
the total popuiation,-but also, with each of the individual disciplines and
+ the total non-humanities population of 505 instructors. ’ (SepMChart, page -6).

3 -

- oot ¢ ) L

Although they differ regarding qualities gained from the. two-year
ollege experience, music instructors are fairly similar to other humanities
jiénstructors in terms of the number of éourses they feel should be required
* . for students in two-year occupational ‘programs. Like .the total population,
* . they first choose six or more courses. Ngxt for ‘the music people is the
selection of two, courses (fourtlt foi the total); third is four (second for
. total); fourth, three (third for total). “Tied for _fifth ranking are one
- {sixth, for total) and five (fifth for total), and last for both the music
and tota) sample is'none. - [ | 1 = ;

\

- st e, . " i
Of*éhe non-course related offér\ngs,'70% of the musié\Thstrut;ors
and 55% of the total xank concerts and recitals as too few; 64% music and
69% total see colloquiunis and seminars as too few; 53% music.and 52% total
- “rank Tectures’as too féw and 51% of the.music people and ‘57% of the total
see exhibits as too few. Less than half of the instructors (33% of the

music and 42% t?tqg)isep films offerings as too few.

s,

- ¥ Y > . &

" - Experiences and Curriculum. ~ “ip e
' : . '~v. . T ' .
“Music.pedple are soréwhat similar to other hymanities instrdctors
in the ways they expetience the-humanities other than.thrgugh their
©  teaching. Visiting art museums/attending shows/exhibits/concerts/ . -
-~ theatre/films is indicated by '66% of the music and 59% of the total; . °
reading, 41% music and 50% total; participating .in theatre groups., 24%
7 music and 16% total; everyday experiences, 13% music and 16%" total; ,
- attending classes/lectures/seminars, 12% music and 19% total; “and .~
"listening to records/TV/radio, 11% music and 21% total.” The disparity -
in the latter experience is interesting. . ' .

. As for changes‘thai had taken place in humanities instrugtion at
their colleges in the past Seven, years, 31% of the music Tnstructors

e
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AT and 29% of the total group cited the addition/improvement of humanities ]
.. "+ courges, with an assortment of -other changes being selected anywhere -~ -
Loe " “from. 2% -to 6% of the times. Little or no changes were noted by 18%.of
2 he music people and 11% of the total sample.. But when it comes to
v ghaqgéé‘they would 1ike to see effected, more alternatives are suggested.
he “addition/improvement of courses is noted by 24% of. the music people .
| . -/and 30% of the total -group; more extra curricular courses by }3% music- . L
. and 11% total sample; improvement in teaching techniques by 1 .misic and -
S ’/-ﬁS%LtotaJ, and improved facilities/materials by 10% music and 7% total. =~
N Coh e .

[ ‘)Y . t
bl Al ! . : -- . . -~

The Colleges : S

. ‘ Music peg!bekare predominantely in public colleges (91%) that are
s L r comprehensive (94%);.and single.campus institutions (79%). .Colleges .
’ built between 1960-1969 account for 49% of these people while 47% are ™
those built in'1959 and earlier. Twenty-two percent'are in institutions
with student enrollments of 5000-7499; 17% in colleges 15,000 and larger;
and 11% in colleges with 1000-1499 students. Thus, there is-no decided
trend to either 1argeaor'smdﬁ1 institutions.’ — .

~ . ) - .

i
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. Music people stand out as different from the total popy]apjon i ;\5 L
several instances. They.are predominantely male, chiefly fall in the . N
31-35 and 46-50 age, group, and-had for the most time spent ‘some years -
as instructors or administrators in secondary s¢hools prior to their: O
P two-year college experiences: Many had been _department or division Soe N
. - .chairpersons, ofie-fourth claiming ‘such' respansibilities ‘at “the ‘time.

L ' they completed the Faculty, Survey, and they'aré'éxtremely'well'repre- -
.7 <" sented in full-time instructor status. A variety of other responses -
’ -also.set them apart as quite different from the majority of humanities

« *  ihstructars in our sample. o S
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